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request.   Would they submit to the test?   The spokesman said
they could not do that either,
"Then," said the officer, "you are all prohibited immigrants."
And, so saying, he handed the usual notices for all, informing them
of his decision and saying that they could appeal against his decision
to the Appeal Board within 3 days. The spokesman said the party
did not want to appeal at all The officer then said that, in that
event, he would deport them all upon receipt of warrants. There-
upon, the spokesman urged that they should all be taken in custody,
as they did not wish to remain free and not proceed with their
journey. But the officer said he could not take them in custody.
The next day the party informed the officer that, unless they were
kept under custody, they would proceed to Johannesburg.
"Then," said the officer, "I shall have to stop you, but I will
not imprison you." Thereupon, the following letter was addressed
to the officer, signed by the spokesman :
My fellow-passive resisters and I have been stopped by you from conti-
nuing our journey to Johannesburg since Tuesday last, the 16th instant. I
told you then that, if you wished to detain or arrest us, you could do so only
by keeping us in prison, as we did not desire to remain in Volksrust with
friends, however insistent they might be to accommodate us. But you told us
that you had not sufficient room at the Police Station for such a large com-
pany as ours and that, therefore, you would rather that we remained out,
pending receipt of instructions from the Government. We have waited, it
would be admitted, long enough to enable you to receive your instructions.
On my telling you on Friday that, if you could not keep us under cus-
tody, the party would consider itself free to proceed to Johannesburg, you in-
formed me that you would prevent it from so doing and that yet you could not
keep us in custody until you had heard from the Government,
I beg, therefore, now to inform you that unless you take charge of
the party, we shall entrain for Johannesburg on Monday, by the Kaffir
Mail, and if you offer physical resistance at the time, as passive resisters, we can
only yield to it for the time being. But, if you set us free afterwards and do
not hold us bodily, we shall seek some other means of continuing our forward
journey.
Later wires received from Volksrust show that the delivery
of the notice acted like a charm. The whole party was deported
on Monday, at 10 a.m., to the Natal border. Deportation merely
consists in pushing the deportees beyond a line midway in a shallow
stream* As soon as the party was deported and the back -of the
deporting officer was hardly turned, they re-crossed and were ar-
rested. They were straightway taken to the Charge Office.
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